
Oregon Agriculture is Part of the Solution in a Changing Climate 
 
Farmers and ranchers are some of our most important land stewards, they have an important role to play 
in any solution to a changing climate—from our coastal dairy operators to eastern wheat farmers, from 
Hood River’s Fruit Loop orchards to nurseries and diverse vegetable farms throughout the state. These 
farms and ranches can implement management practices that both reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
increase carbon stored in the soil—providing a clear pathway for Oregon’s vision of clean air, clean water, 
and communities resilient to a changing climate.  
 
Climate-friendly agricultural practices may include soil building improvements like reduced tillage, cover 
cropping and composting, or hedgerow and riparian plantings, as well as pasture and range management. 
Many of these practices provide additional enhancements from healthy soils like better fertility and 
improved water retention, while others create pollinator and wildlife habitat. In addition, programs that 
support irrigation modernization, alternative manure management and localized renewable energy on  
farms are an important part of the climate change solution.  

In 2020, Will Oregon Legislators Take Responsibility on Climate?  
When Oregon law makers convene in February of 2020 for a lightning-fast legislative session, they will 
reconsider policy approaches to curb Oregon’s climate pollution from our largest emitters. 
 
The input of interested farmers, farmworkers, and other agriculture stakeholders will be essential as any 
policies or programs are developed for climate resiliency. They can help create solutions that fit to 
support farmers and ranchers, as Oregon transitions to a clean energy economy. 
 
For Oregon Climate and Agriculture Network, a successful policy must include the following:  

▪ A Limit on Greenhouse Gas Emissions in Oregon  
 

▪ Voluntary Incentives for Climate-Friendly Agricultural Practices  
Creating grant programs to incentivize climate-friendly agricultural practices are necessary for 
Oregon as we look to ensuring a thriving agricultural economy into the future. Voluntary 
incentives should support reduced tillage, cover cropping and composting, hedgerow and riparian 
plantings, alternative manure management, as well as pasture and range management. In 
addition, irrigation modernization projects, cleaner fuels for farm equipment, on-site renewable 
energy and farmland conservation require voluntary incentives as well.  
 

▪ Investments in Farmworker Health and Safety 
Farmworkers are on the frontlines of a changing climate—from exposure to extreme heat in the 
summer to smoke from wildfires. A policy must provide investments, like funding the transition to 
cleaner farm equipment, that provide immediate health benefits for farmworkers.  

 
Agriculture as Part of the Solution 
Any strong climate policy for Oregon must recognize the role our valued farm and ranching communities 
can play as part of the solution to climate change.  

 
 

For more information or to get involved contact:  

Oregon Climate & Agriculture Network  
Info@oregonclimateag.org  /  www.oregonclimateag.org 

mailto:Info@oregonclimateag.org
http://www.oregonclimateag.org/

