
Existing Programs Supporting Climate Friendly Agriculture Practices  
with funding, technical assistance, research or resources 

in Oregon, Northwest or Nationally  

 

Oregon
 

Oregon SARE Mini-Grant Program  
http://www.westernsare.org/Professional-Development-Program/State-and-Protectorate-
Pages/Oregon 

This program is funded through the USDA Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education 
(SARE) program. Funds are to be used for agricultural producers in Oregon.  

The main objective of this grant program is to increase knowledge of the principles and 
practices of sustainable agriculture, and to change the behavior of agricultural producers and 
professionals in ways that reflect this new knowledge. All projects should estimate the number 
of participants reporting that their knowledge and behavior is changing as a result of the 
program. Collaborations with other organizations are encouraged but not required. Agricultural 
professionals include OSU Extension, Soil & Water Conservation Districts, Natural Resource 
Conservation Service, other agency personnel, the agricultural services industry (eg. suppliers 
and consultants) and non-profits involved with sustainable agriculture.  

In Oregon we currently release this Call for Proposals every two years. Projects will be funded 
for two years pending continued funding from SARE, success in achieving project goals, and 
quality and timeliness of annual reporting.  Indexes are normally opened early in the year 
depending on when money is released from USDA and an index number is established at OSU. 
Contact the Oregon SARE program if you have any questions about this call for proposals: 
nick.andrews@oregonstate.edu, (503-913-9410) or maud.powell@oregonstate.edu, (541-776-
7371 x102). 

Type of resource: Funding  

 

 

  

http://www.westernsare.org/Professional-Development-Program/State-and-Protectorate-Pages/Oregon
http://www.westernsare.org/Professional-Development-Program/State-and-Protectorate-Pages/Oregon
mailto:nick.andrews@oregonstate.edu
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Northwest   
 

Northwest Climate Hub 
https://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/hubs/northwest 

The Northwest Climate Hub serves Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington by delivering 
science-based, region-specific technologies and practical information that will assist with 
climate-informed decision making. Our mission aligns with the USDA mission to provide 
leadership on food, agriculture, natural resources, rural development, nutrition, and related 
issues based on sound public policy, the best available science, and efficient management. 
 
Our goal is to provide information and technology to guide climate-informed decision making 
by farmers, ranchers, forest landowners, Native American tribes, natural resource managers 
and technology transfer specialists to generate sustainable and productive working landscapes 
in the Northwest. The Climate Hubs are science driven, stakeholder centered, efficient, 
cooperative partnerships with federal, state and local organizations. The Northwest Climate 
Hub is headquartered at the U.S. Forest Service Pacific Northwest Research Station at the 
Corvallis Forestry Sciences Laboratory in Corvallis, Oregon. 
 

For questions/comments/concerns send an email to our Director Beatrice Van Horne 
bvhorne@fs.fed.us or to sign up for the Northwest Climate Hub Newsletter. 

 
Type of resource: Technical assistance 
 
 

The AgClimate Network  
https://www.agclimate.net/  
 
The AgClimate Network is a web-based hub for data, analysis and communication between 
regional scientists and stakeholders about climate change and agricultural and natural 
resources topics. A consortium of institutions including Oregon State University, University of 
Idaho, and Washington State University, and individuals contribute content to this site and 
share articles and analyses. Our frequent contributors and listed on our Contributors page.   
Email  info@agclimate.net. 
 

Type of resource: Research  

https://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/hubs/northwest
http://goo.gl/forms/YH5oQf8a1tl9HZh73
https://www.agclimate.net/
https://www.agclimate.net/contributors/
mailto:info@agclimate.net


 

National  
(National in scope, not state-wide in other states)  

          
USDA’s RCPP program 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/farmbill/rcpp/?cid=nrcs
eprd1308280 

The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) encourages partners to join in efforts 
with producers to increase the restoration and sustainable use of soil, water, wildlife and 
related natural resources on regional or watershed scales. 

Through the program, NRCS and its partners help producers install and maintain conservation 
activities in selected project areas. Partners leverage RCPP funding in project areas and report 
on the benefits achieved.  RCPP connects partners with producers and private landowners to 
design and implement voluntary conservation solutions. RCPP projects receive financial awards 
through one of three funding pools. Critical conservation areas, national and state. Successful 
RCPP projects demonstrate solutions, contributions, innovation and participation. NRCS invites 
potential partners to submit applications annually through an Announcement for Program 
Funding (APF).  

NRCS implements RCPP conservation program contracts and easement agreements through 
four existing NRCS programs authorities.   

Learn more about the programs through the links below:  
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) 
Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP) 
 

Eligible Partners: Agricultural or silvicultural producer associations, farmer cooperatives or 
other groups of producers, state or local governments, American Indian tribes, municipal water 
treatment entities, water and irrigation districts, conservation-driven nongovernmental 
organizations and institutions of higher education. 
 
Eligible Participants: Under RCPP, eligible producers and landowners of agricultural land and 
non-industrial private forestland may enter into conservation program contracts or easement 
agreements under the framework of a partnership agreement.  
 
Type of resource: Funding  

 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/farmbill/rcpp/?cid=nrcseprd1308280
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/farmbill/rcpp/?cid=nrcseprd1308280
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/easements/?cid=stelprdb1042934
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/financial/eqip/?cid=stelprdb1044009
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/financial/csp/?cid=nrcseprd1253821
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/easements/forests/?cid=nrcs143_008387


  
USDA Building Blocks for Climate Smart Agriculture and Forestry  

 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/building-blocks-implementation-plan-
progress-report.pdf 

At the Federal-level, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has advanced the approach 
through its Building Blocks for Climate Smart Agriculture and Forestry in the 2015 Climate 
Action Plan. Measurable goals tied to each building block are linked to key actions and specific 
conservation practices and corresponding Farm Bill programs identified by the USDA Natural 
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) and USDA Forest Service.  
  
USDA’s building blocks and associated toolkits and conservation practices can provide a 
strategic framework for constructing state programs for incentivizing climate smart practices. 
Advantages of linking state climate investment funds with USDA building blocks and 
conservation programs include: 

·        Consistency in language and strategies among climate and conservation programs  
·        Streamline data collection, analysis, and monitoring 
·        Broad set of objectives that address conservation issues in forestry and agriculture 
·        Potential to seamlessly leverage state funds with federal programs 
·        Augment nationwide emission reduction goals 
·        Augment both state and federal organizational capacity 

 
Source: Linking State Carbon Pricing Policy to Climate Smart Working Lands 
Discussion Draft 9/08/17. Contact: Brian Kittler, Pinchot Institute, bkittler@pinchot.org 
 
From a media release about the program: “Farmers, ranchers, and forestland owners are 
stewards of the land. USDA has a track record of successful conservation though voluntary 
programs designed to provide technical assistance for resource management. These efforts fit 
within USDA’s approach of cooperative conservation.”  

        
Assisting producers to maintain at least 75 percent of the acres under nutrient management 
will require technical assistance from both NRCS and TSPs. 
   
Type of resource: Funding (various grant programs)  

  

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/building-blocks-implementation-plan-progress-report.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/building-blocks-implementation-plan-progress-report.pdf
mailto:bkittler@pinchot.org


 
NRCS Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)  

http://sustainableagriculture.net/publications/grassrootsguide/conservation-
environment/agricultural-conservation-easement-program/#basics 

ACEP is a new conservation easement program created by the 2014 Farm Bill. It combines three 
separate previous easement programs — the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP), Grassland 
Reserve Program (GRP), and Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP).  

The purpose of the wetland easement component is to restore, protect, and enhance wetland 
values and functions on wetlands that have been in agricultural production. The program is 
competitive, with landowners submitting bids to USDA for enrollment. 

 Agricultural Land Easement Component (ALEC) protects farms from development, specifically 
to ensure farm viability for future generations, and to conserve grazing land, including 
rangeland, pasture and shrub land. For agricultural land easements, NRCS provides up to 50 
percent of the fair market value of the easement. For grasslands of special environmental 
significance, NRCS may contribute up to 75 percent of the fair market value of the easement. 

All agricultural land easement enrollments under ACEP must have an Agricultural Land 
Easement Plan (ALEP), which includes: 

● A description of the activities that promote the long-term viability of the land to meet 
the purposes for which the easement was acquired, including a farm or ranch succession 
plan; 

● A description of the farm management system; 
● Additional or specific criteria associated with permissible and prohibited activities 

consistent with the terms of the deed; 
● A limit on the impervious surfaces to be allowed consistent with the farm or ranch 

management system and consistent with the limitations identified in the deed; 
● A description of USDA’s right of ingress and egress; 
● Identification of conservation or management activities that address the purposes and 

resource concerns for which the parcel was selected (such practices can be also 
identified in a cross-referenced and attached component plan such as an Organic 
Systems Plan for organic operations or a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan for 
animal feeding operations) 

● A grassland management plan, highly erodible land (HEL) conservation plan, or forest 
management plan for land that contains grassland, HEL, or forestland, respectively. 

 

Priority to larger land with more conservation area. 

Type of resource: Funding  

http://sustainableagriculture.net/publications/grassrootsguide/conservation-environment/agricultural-conservation-easement-program/#basics
http://sustainableagriculture.net/publications/grassrootsguide/conservation-environment/agricultural-conservation-easement-program/#basics


 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)  
http://sustainableagriculture.net/publications/grassrootsguide/conservation-
environment/conservation-reserve-program/#basics 

The primary purpose of the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is to conserve and improve 
soil, protect water quality, and provide wildlife habitat by establishing long-term cover, 
primarily grasses and trees, on highly erodible land or land in need of conservation buffers that 
has previously been in row crop production. In exchange for cost-share and rental payments, 
farmers remove environmentally sensitive land from production and plant resource-conserving 
land cover to protect soil, water, and wildlife habitat. 

FSA enrolls most CRP acres during periodic “general sign-ups,” through which land is bid into 
the program on a competitive basis and ranked using an Environmental Benefits Index (EBI). 
General sign-ups occur periodically, not necessarily every year, at special times announced by 
USDA. 

Currently, FSA uses the following EBI factors, which can change over time: 

● Wildlife habitat benefits 
● Water quality benefits 
● On-farm soil-retention benefits 
● Benefits that will likely endure beyond the contract period 
● Air quality benefits 
● Cost 

 

In addition to CRP and CCRP, USDA may enter into a Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP) agreement with a state, under which the state and USDA together pay farmers 
to address targeted conservation issues identified by local, state, or tribal governments or non-
governmental organizations. 

Lastly, the 2014 Farm Bill reserves 2 million CRP acres for grassland enrollments, through which 
ranchers maintain and enhance conservation cover on grazing lands. Apart from the 
requirement that the land be in grass cover, all other CRP eligibility criteria are the same. 
Grassland offers are ranked according to a number of criteria, including the type of grassland 
(e.g. is it a diverse, native grassland), the conversion threat, the extent to which the enrollment 
will conserve threatened or endangered species, whether the land is enrolled in an expiring CRP 
contract, and whether the primary producers is a new, veteran or underserved farmer or 
rancher. 

 

http://sustainableagriculture.net/publications/grassrootsguide/conservation-environment/conservation-reserve-program/#basics
http://sustainableagriculture.net/publications/grassrootsguide/conservation-environment/conservation-reserve-program/#basics


FSA provides CRP participants with annual rental payments, including certain incentive 
payments, and cost-share assistance as follows: 

● Rental Payments: FSA bases rental rates on the productivity of the soils within each 
county and the average dryland cash rent. The maximum rental rate for each offer is 
calculated in advance of enrollment in the program. Producers may offer land at that 
rate or offer a lower rental rate to increase the likelihood that their offer will be 
accepted. 

● Cost-share Assistance: FSA provides up to 50 percent cost-share to establish the 
appropriate cover on the land. 

● Incentive Payments: USDA may make additional payments of up to 150 percent of the 
total cost of thinning and other practices to improve the condition of resources, 
promote forest management, or enhance wildlife habitat. USDA also provides bonuses 
of up to 20 percent on rental rates for windbreaks, filter strips, grass waterways, and 
riparian buffers, a 10 percent rental rate bonus for land located in wellhead protection 
areas, and upfront sign-up bonuses of $150 per acre and 40 percent cost-share 
assistance for some eligible CCRP practices.  

 

To be eligible to enroll in CRP, a producer must have owned or operated the land for at least 12 
months preceding the first year of the contract period, unless: 

● The new owner acquired the land due to the previous owner’s death; 
● The ownership change occurred due to a foreclosure; or 
● FSA is otherwise satisfied that the new owner did not acquire the land for the purpose 

of placing it in CRP. 
 To be eligible for CRP, land must be: 

● Highly erodible cropland that is planted or considered planted in 4 of the previous 6 
crop years, and that can be planted in a normal manner; or 

● Marginal pasture that is suitable for use as a riparian buffer or for similar habitat or 
water quality purposes; or 

● Ecologically significant grasslands that contain forbs or shrubs for grazing; or 
● A farmable wetland and related buffers. 

 

Type of resource: Funding  

 

  



 
NRCS EQIP Program 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/eqip/ 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) is a voluntary program that provides financial and technical assistance to agricultural 
producers to plan and implement conservation practices that improve soil, water, plant, animal, 
air and related natural resources on agricultural land and non-industrial private forestland. 
Eligible program participants receive financial and technical assistance to implement 
conservation practices, or activities like conservation planning, that address natural resource 
concerns on their land.  

NRCS Oregon Deadline November 17, 2017 and 16 March 16,  2018 
Sign up for the program is offered on a continuous basis however, producers should submit 
applications by October 13, 2017 to their local NRCS office to ensure they are considered for 
this fiscal year. 

EQIP may share up to 75 percent of the costs of certain conservation practices. However, 
socially disadvantaged, limited-resource, beginning, and veteran farmer and ranchers are 
eligible for cost-share rates of up to 90 percent of project costs. This same population of 
producers is also eligible for up to 50 percent advance payment for costs associated with 
planning, design, materials, equipment, installation, labor, management, maintenance, or 
training. 
 

Type of resource: Funding  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/eqip/
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Federal Conservation Stewardship Program: Advancing Soil Health 
 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/csp/  

Our Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) helps you build on your existing conservation 
efforts while strengthening your operation.  Whether you are looking to improve grazing 
conditions, increase crop yields, or develop wildlife habitat, we can custom design a CSP plan to 
help you meet those goals. We can help you schedule timely planting of cover crops, develop a 
grazing plan that will improve your forage base, implement no-till to reduce erosion or manage 
forested areas in a way that benefits wildlife habitat.  If you are already taking steps to improve 
the condition of the land, chances are CSP can help you find new ways to meet your goals. 
CSP is for working lands. It is the largest conservation program in the United States with 70 
million acres of productive agricultural and forest land enrolled in CSP. Thousands of people 
that have made the choice to voluntarily enroll in the program because it helps them enhance 
natural resources and improve their business operation. 
 
CSP participants are seeing real results.  Some of these benefits include: 
• Improved cattle gains per acre 
• Increased crop yields 
• Decreased inputs 
• Wildlife population improvements 
• Better resilience to weather extremes 
 
Through CSP, we can help you build your business while implementing conservation practices 
that help ensure the sustainability of your entire operation. Good land stewardship not only 
conserves the natural resources on your farm, ranch or forest, it also provides multiple benefits 
to local communities, including better water and air quality and wildlife habitat, as well as food 
and fiber. 
 
Enhancements are management activities that go above and beyond the minimum 
conservation practice standard requirements helping the producer achieve a higher level of 
conservation.  
 
Type of resource: Financial assistance   

 

 

 

  

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/csp/


 

Farmer Rancher Research and Ed Grant 
https://wsaregrants.usu.edu/grants/docs/CFP_PG.pdf 

Grants for research on sustainable agriculture such as farm/ranch demonstrations, farmer-to-
farmer educational activities. Up to $20K for 1-3 years. 

With a Farmer/Rancher Research & Education Grant, a producer, working with a technical 
advisor, develops a proposal to conduct research and education (outreach) on a sustainable 
agriculture topic. Outreach may include: on- farm/ranch demonstrations; farmer-to-farmer 
educational activities and other approaches to assist in the education and producer adoption in 
an area of sustainable agriculture. The goal is to find ways to enhance farm income, protect the 
environment, and improve the quality of life for farm/ranch families, communities, and society 
as a whole. 

Farmer/Rancher Research & Education Grants are funded for up to three years. All proposals 
must have at least one producer (farmer/rancher), who is the applicant, and a technical advisor. 
A technical advisor should assist in the development of the on-farm field trial, and the outreach 
of the project. Up to a total of $20,000 per proposal is allowed for a single producer and up to 
$25,000 is allowed for three or more producers. Projects may be 1-3 years in length.  

Eligible Applicants: Only producers operating a for-profit operation are eligible to apply for a 
Farmer/Rancher Grant. Non-profit organizations are not eligible for this grant program. Each 
producer must be an independent and separate operation. You are a producer 
(farmer/rancher) if:      

1. Your primary occupation is farming or ranching;     
2. You have a farm/ranch tax number; or        
3. You are a part-time producer and you have at least $1,000 of documented annual 

income from the operation.    
 

Type of resource: Funding  

 

  

https://wsaregrants.usu.edu/grants/docs/CFP_PG.pdf


 

The National Organic Certification Cost Share Program (NOCCSP) 
http://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/MarketAccess/MACertification/Pages/OrganicCostSha
re.aspx 
 

Provides cost share assistance to organic growers and producers, processors, and handlers who 
have received USDA organic certification from USDA accredited certifiers and have PAID 
certification fees during the period of October 1, 2016 to September 30, 2017. 

Authorized by the U.S. Farm Bill, the NOCCSP funds have been made available from USDA to 
applicant states. The Oregon Department of Agriculture has been allocated reimbursement 
funds for the period of October 1, 2016 to September 30, 2017.  

The National Organic Program (NOP) currently recognizes four categories of certification:   

● Crops  
● Wild crops  
● Livestock  
● Processing/handling 

 
Eligible operations will be reimbursed up to 75% of their organic certification costs, not to 
exceed $750 per certification or category of certification per year. 

Type of resource: Funding  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compiled by Oregon Climate and Agriculture Network, November 2017 
This is not a comprehensive resource    
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